behalf of his fellow-Politburo members, 'to attend to our duties day and night with diligence, and strive to deliver a satisfactory answer sheet to history and the people'.
1 As the music builds, the film cuts to a scene of children playing outdoors, followed by images of a mother and her young son, smiling as they give a thumbs-up sign with both hands, then individual smiling workers, and then a group of happy students waving with their hands raised, each making a peace sign, as the narrator intones: in which 'the overall situation for its further development is good but one cannot expect plain sailing as we move forward'. 9 Xi elaborated:
The greater our achievements are, the more cautious we must become, as if we were walking on thin ice, and the more prepared we must be for danger. We absolutely cannot afford to make strategic mistakes or allow disruptions to occur. We face a volatile international situation and find ourselves in complex and sensitive surroundings as we shoulder the arduous and demanding responsibility of ensuring stable reform and development. We must thus pre-empt risks and have masterful ways at our disposal for dealing with and resolving risks and challenges … . We must continue to advance our great struggle, which has acquired many new historical characteristics, and be prepared to overcome all difficulties and obstacles. We will go forward boldly, guided by the noble goals that our Party has established.
Xi used an eight-character premodern ex- The media are to echo the statements made by Vice Premier Liu He 刘鹤, China's chief trade negotiator. They must present the US as waging 'a war against China's rise'. As the outcome of this trade war depends on 'which one holds out to the end,' the CPD instructed, 'we absolutely must not show any hesitation or softness' 看谁能坚持到底，绝不能手软嘴软. Moreover, the media 'must not attack Trump's vulgarity, so as to avoid starting a war of insults'. The Department also issued two general directives:
Economic achievements and new developments must be given prominence. This will show that our economy has improved at a steady pace as planned. Place important economic reports on prominent pages.
Timing is of the essence. Interviews must be sought from academic experts who have been recommended by the various departments.
Information published on websites, Weibo and WeChat accounts must be well coordinated so that we present a picture of strength in our online propaganda. (The three earlier stages were: 'realising the great leap from … autocratic politics to popular democracy ', 1921-49; 'standing up', 1949-77; and 'getting rich', 1978-2012 Xi, 'the engine of reform' has 'been idling for the last few years' and warns:
'if it isn't used to propel us forward, we will go into reverse'.
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A growing number of online commentators share Xu's fear of China's 'return to totalitarianism' 极权政治全面回归. In an interview with the Chinese-language edition of the Financial Times in July 2018, the Beijing-based independent scholar and social commentator Rong Jian 荣剑 remarked that 'totalitarian' is an inaccurate description. He pointed out that 'apart from political rights and the right of speech', most Chinese citizens today enjoy 'several basic rights such as those of personal freedom and property' and because these 'are subject to legal protection', they 'can thus be said to objectively exist as part of China's civil society'.
21
The Party's increased control over all aspects of government is not necessarily a sign of power. China's present Party leaders may regard the intensification of censorship and propaganda as necessary for sustaining one-party rule. Yet in a society that has long outgrown the totalitarian politics and command economy of the Maoist era, these coercive practices may backfire. The preoccupation of Xi's administration with 'being prepared for all contingencies', when set against its self-congratulatory talk of China 'becoming powerful' under Xi, betrays an unshakeable anxiety about the continuing legitimacy of CCP rule.
